
From: JOHN MESICK
To: * City Clerk
Subject: Re: City Council Meeting agenda, March 9, 2020
Date: Monday, March 2, 2020 3:50:51 PM
Attachments: HB 1316.pdf

NH_WMA_map_Hoit_Road_Marsh.pdf
Turtle Town Pond OHRV Sound Level Survey.pdf
MVTR Concord City Council submittal.pdf

[CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe]

Janice,
Thank you so much for your help during our telephone call today.
It would be appreciated if you could forward this to the City Council.
I will gladly be available to answer any questions.
Attached are five pix and four PDFs.
Kind regards,
John Mesick
603.339.2290

From: Bonenfant, Janice <JBonenfant@ConcordNH.gov> on behalf of * City Clerk
<cityclerk@concordnh.gov>
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2020 3:13 PM
To: 'JOHN MESICK' <j_mesick@msn.com>
Subject: RE: City Council Meeting agenda, March 9, 2020
 
Mr. Mesick – please feel free to give me a call at the office so we can discuss.
 
Janice
 
 
Janice Bonenfant
City Clerk
City Clerk’s Office
41 Green Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301
(603) 225-8500 – phone
(603) 225-8592 - fax
 
From: JOHN MESICK [mailto:j_mesick@msn.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2020 1:38 PM
To: * City Clerk
Subject: Re: City Council Meeting agenda, March 9, 2020
 

[CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links

mailto:j_mesick@msn.com
mailto:cityclerk@concordnh.gov
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OHRV Motorcycle Sound Level Survey – Turtle Town Pond Concord, NH 
By the Merrimack Valley Trail Riders, 16 February 2020 


 
 


Executive Summary 
 


 At ½ Mile, the seven motorcycles could not be heard inside or 
outside the house. 


 
 At 1000 Ft., the seven motorcycles could not be heard inside the 


house. Outside the house, the seven motorcycles were barely 
detectable, 2dB louder than with all their engines off. A single 
passing car was louder than the seven motorcycles. 


 
 At 300 Ft, the sound from the seven motorcycles was equivalent 


to a home clothes washing machine. 
 
 


Survey Overview 
 
Seven motorcycles that were typically used at the Hoit Road Marsh 
were used in this survey. The motorcycles operated simultaneously on 
an oval on the ice at speed, to create sound levels comparable to those 
at Hoit Road Marsh. Sound level measurements were made near the 
edge of the pond, at a house 1000 feet away, and a house ½ Mile away. 
Sound level measurements were also made in the same locations with 
all motorcycle engines off. These seven motorcycles, and another three 
for reference, were tested individually for compliance with NH sound 
limits. The test equipment was obtained from the American Motorcyclist 
Association. 
 







 


OHRV Motorcycle Sound Level Survey – Turtle Town Pond Concord, NH 
Page 2 of 11 


 
Test Area, Concord, NH 
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Summary of Data, House at 189 Oak Hill Road, ½ mile distance 
 


Common References (1) Measured Outside 
House 


Measured Inside 
House 


110 dB: Rock Concert   
100 dB: Hair Dryer   
90 dB: Gas Lawn Mower   
   
80 dB: Cafeteria, City Traffic   
   
   
   
70 dB: Home Washing Machine    
   
 65dB: No bikes active, 


           cars passing 
 


   


60 dB: Normal conversation 
            from 10 ft distance. 


59 dB: Bikes active, 
           1 car passing 


 


   
 50 dB: Motorcycles active 50dB: Motorcycles active 


50dB: Engines off 
   
40 dB: Refrigerator Hum   
   
   
   
30 dB: Soft Whisper   
   
0 dB: Theoretical minimum    


 
(1) World Health Organization: A Review of Hearing Loss due to Recreational Noise 


 
The ½ mile path is approximately 80% open space, and 20% deciduous trees 
with no leaves. A portion of the pond could be seen from the house. 
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Summary of Data, House at 71 Oak Hill Road, 1000 ft distance 
 


Common References (1) Measured Outside 
House 


Measured Inside 
House 


110 dB: Rock Concert   
100 dB: Hair Dryer   
90 dB: Gas Lawn Mower   
   
80 dB: Cafeteria, City Traffic   
   
   
   
70 dB: Home Washing Machine   
   
   
   
60 dB: Normal Conversation 
           from 10 ft distance. 


  


   
 54dB: Bikes active, 


           1 car passing. 
53dB: Bikes active 
51dB: No bikes active 


49dB: Motorcycles active 
49dB: Engines off 


   
40 dB: Refrigerator Hum   
   
   
   
30 dB: Soft Whisper   
   
0 dB: Theoretical minimum    


 
(1)  World Health Organization: A Review of Hearing Loss due to Recreational Noise 


 
The 1000 Ft path was approximately 90% open space, and 10% deciduous 
trees with no leaves. The oval on the ice was clearly visible from the house. 
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Summary of Data, Pond Edge, 300 ft distance 
 


Common References (1) Measured at Pond 
Edge 


110 dB: Rock Concert  
100 dB: Hair Dryer  
90 dB: Gas Lawn Mower  
  
80 dB: Cafeteria, City Traffic  
  
  
  
70 dB: Home Washing Machine 69dB: Motorcycles active 


 
  
  
  
60 dB: Normal Conversation  
from 10 ft distance. 


 


  
 53 dB: Engines off 
  
40 dB: Refrigerator Hum  
  
  
  
30 dB: Soft Whisper  
  
0 dB: Theoretical minimum   


 
(1) World Health Organization: A Review of Hearing Loss due to Recreational Noise 


 
There were no obstructions between the oval and the measurement location. 
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Summary of Data, Individual Motorcycle Static Tests 
 


Used 
in oval 


test 


Make Model Year Proscribed 
Test RPM 


dB emitted 
@ 20 
inches 
from 


exhaust 
Y Yamaha YZ450 2015 4500 105 
Y KTM 300XCW 2012 3550 92 
Y Kawasaki KX450 2008 4250 108 
Y Yamaha WR450 2004 4500 102 
Y KTM 450XCW 2007 4625 100 
Y Kawasaki KXF450 2015 3750 101 
Y Kawasaki KXF450 2015 3750 100 
N Yamaha YZ85 2015 6000 89 
N Kawasaki KX100 2019 5750 88 
N Yamaha TTR125 2003 4000 103 


 
The bikes not used during the oval test were children’s models. 
 
Static Test Standard: Society of Automotive Engineers J 1287: Measurement of 
Exhaust Sound Levels of Stationary Motorcycles 
 
 


 
Sound Test Kit 
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Test Data, House at 189 Oak Hill Road, ½ mile distance 
 


 


  


 
 


Mobile phone communications were utilized to synchronize activities 
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Test Data, House at 71 Oak Hill Road, 1000 ft distance 
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Test Data, Pond Edge, 300 ft distance 
 


 








John Mesick, Merrimack Valley Trail Riders 
In support of the Hoit Road Marsh OHRV compromise, HB 1316 


 
 The Merrimack Valley Trail Riders is an OHRV club that was formed in Concord in 


1972. We hold our monthly membership meetings in Concord. Concord residents 
who are members, and had utilized the marsh asked the club for assistance with the 
ban. Representative Flanagan, an OHRV enthusiast himself and known to be 
sympathetic, introduced the compromise amendment on our behalf. The 
compromise was coauthored with the NH Fish and Game Department. 
 


 This bill was described in the minutes of the last Council meeting as a “repeal” of the 
OHRV ban. No, it is compromise to permit recreational OHRV use three days per 
week between 10:00am and 4:00pm. Holiday use would be prohibited. Hunters and 
fishermen actively engaged in those activities would have OHRV use at any time.  


 
 The 100 acre marsh is isolated, wholly contained in a 291 acre State Wildlife 


Management Area. Approximately another 300 acres of municipal forests directly 
abut the WMA forming one square mile of uninterrupted pubic land with no houses. 
There is only one house visible from anywhere on the marsh, high up on a ridge ½ 
mile to the northwest. Both the public and private lands surrounding the marsh are 
primarily pine forests which attenuate sound. 


 
 Noise is a very subjective subject. At the last House Legislative Committee hearing 


for this bill, residents near the marsh testified both for and against the compromise. 
Those who lived closest to the marsh testified that if they could even hear the 
OHRVs, it was not objectionable. Those who found the OHRV sound objectionable 
lived the farthest from the marsh.  
 


 In the last City Council meeting minutes the issue was described as “motorcycle 
racing on the marsh.” The never has been racing on the marsh: No start-finish line, 
no flagman with a checkered flag, no time keeping, and no prizes. To the uninformed 
observer it might have looked like racing, just as recreational downhill skiers on the 
slopes might look like racers. 
 


 In the February 2019 Council meeting minutes, it states that “Councilor Herschlag 
asked if it would make sense to have somebody approach these individuals to 
advise them of noise levels and to have respect for the neighboring residents 
near the pond letting them know that if this doesn't occur, the city will go to the 
legislature and they may potentially lose their opportunity to use the pond. Mayor 
Bouley stated that this has been done.” Unfortunately neither the OHRV users 
nor Fish and Game were informed – both learned of the ban after the governor 
signed the budget. Prior to this the OHRV users had initiated communications 
with some residents. When Fish and Game received complaints from one 
individual they facilitated three separate mediation meetings that the complainer 
chose not to attend. 
 







 We were unable to receive permission from the Concord Police Department in a 
timely manner to conduct a sound level survey at Hoit Road Marsh. We conducted a 
survey at Turtle Town Pond in Concord. The report is attached. 
 


 Many wild, false accusations against the OHRVs on the marsh have been made to 
the Concord Monitor and on social media including: 
1. A Zamboni machine was used to groom the ice. 
2. Portable flood lights were set up for night riding. 
3. Riders were out at 5:00am, or other early morning hours. 
4. OHRV users defecated on the ice. 
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Janice, thank you for your reply.
HB 1316, concerning public recreational access to a piece of state property in Concord.
It was recorded in the last city council meeting minutes that the Council was opposed to this
bill, based on what I believe to be miss-information. I would like to present to the Council a
copy of the bill so that the can see what it actually says.
I would also like to refute with evidence some of the specific arguments that opponents of the
bill have put publicly forth.
I believe I can accomplish this in five minutes, unless the Council has questions.
Sincerely,
John
 
 

From: Bonenfant, Janice <JBonenfant@ConcordNH.gov> on behalf of * City Clerk
<cityclerk@concordnh.gov>
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2020 1:01 PM
To: 'JOHN MESICK' <J_Mesick@msn.com>
Subject: RE: City Council Meeting agenda, March 9, 2020
 
John – City Council doesn’t typically have time on their agenda for someone to speak unless it
is public testimony specific to a public hearing on their agenda.  What is it you wish to talk
about?

Janice
 
Janice Bonenfant
City Clerk
City Clerk’s Office
41 Green Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301
(603) 225-8500 – phone
(603) 225-8592 - fax
 
From: JOHN MESICK [mailto:J_Mesick@msn.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:31 AM
To: * City Clerk
Subject: City Council Meeting agenda, March 9, 2020
 

[CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe]

Dear Ms. Bonenfant,
I would like to speak to the council for five minutes at the next meeting.
What do I need to do to get on the agenda?
Is there a deadline to make a formal request?



Thank you,
John Mesick
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986

