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January 5, 2017 
 
Mr. Jason Garland 
North South Construction Services 
55 Calef Highway 
Suite 2 
Barrington, NH 03825 
 
Re: Field Investigation of 382 North State Street – Concord, NH. 
Date of Site Visit: December 6, 2016 
 
I recently visited the single family residence on 382 North State Street – Concord, NH, known as the 
Abbott House, to inspect the condition of the building and assess the potential for renovation.  Mr. 
Garland was present at the time of my inspection.  This letter is a report of my inspection and findings. 
 
OBSERVATIONS: 
The subject building is a three story wood framed structure with a 1 ½ story cape style wing, a partial 
basement and an attached garage.  The main three story home is a federalist style with a low pitch hip 
roof.   The garage is attached to the main house.  It does not have a frost protected foundation and has 
experienced significant settlement in some areas.  The garage wing is subject to frost heave and the walls 
are racked from heaving and settling.   

 
   Photo 1 
 
Upon entering the cape style wing I discovered severe deterioration due to water intrusion through the 
roof.  The first floor ceiling has come down in large sections and the floor is warped and rotting from the 
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presence of water.  The second ceiling has similar areas where the ceiling and floor are significantly 
damaged.  The second floor is unsafe to walk on and we did not enter the rooms. 

 
    Photo 2 
 

 
   Photo 3 
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   Photo 4 
 
In the main area of the home, the three story section, the situation is very much the same.  Significant 
leaks in the roof have permitted the intrusion of water through all the levels.  The floor and ceiling 
framing are rotted to the extent that they are unsafe to walk on.  Much of the original finishes including 
plaster, wall paper, paint and trim are lost.  We were required to use extreme care so as not to fall through 
the floor. 

 
   Photo 5 
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   Photo 6 
 
The roof faming and sheathing have deteriorated and are allowing water into the building.  The framing 
members have water damage and rot.  The roof is structurally compromised. 
 

 
   Photo 7 
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There is a partial basement under the main building.  The foundation walls are constructed of stone 
rubble.  The walls have collapsed in multiple areas and soil has fallen into the basement area.  These areas 
of foundation failure have put the wood structure at risk of collapse. 
 

 
   Photo 8 
 
 
CONCLUSIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS: 
The Abbott house has deteriorated beyond repair and it is not a suitable candidate for renovation.  Most of 
the major structural elements, roof sheathing floors and ceilings would need to be replaced.  The 
foundation would need major repairs and the garage would need a frost protected foundation.  The cost of 
such work would far exceed any possible financial return for the property.  Currently, the building is 
unsafe to occupy.  There is a danger that children or vandals could enter the building and be injured by 
falling through unsafe floors.  It is my recommendation that the building be demolished. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to be of assistance with this matter.  Please contact me at anytime if you 
would like to discuss any aspects of this report. 
Regards, 
 
 
Bruce MacLeod, PE, MASCE 
President 
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