CITY OF CONCORD

REPORT TO THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

FROM: David Gill, Parks and Recreation Director
DATE: October 28, 2025

SUBJECT: Concord Baseball Association Sign Request

Recommendation:
Review and accept this report.
Discussion:

Concord Baseball Association, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) charitable non-profit that was originally formed to organize
and run the 1994 13-year-old Babe Ruth Baseball World Series. That was followed by several northeast US
regional Babe Ruth League tournaments and the 2000 18-year-old Babe Ruth Baseball World Series.

Leading up to the 2000 World Series, in an arrangement with the City of Concord they engaged in the seating
project at the Memorial Field baseball diamond, now known as the Doane Diamond. At the time, Babe Ruth
League Inc, headquartered in New Jersey, indicated that for the City of Concord to be considered as a host for
future World Series, the seating needed an overhaul. Concord Baseball Association arranged for a discounted
price on the materials for the aluminum seating, paid for by the city, arranged for contributions of equipment
and labor, including utilizing the state prison’s minimum-security unit residents and the county attorney’s
diversion program participants, and accepted an offer from the National Guard to transport the aluminum
seating. Cobb Hill Builders employees volunteered to build the existing press box as a community project, and
much more. This project was overseen by Bob Ireland, a director of CBA at the time, who also performed much
of the work himself.

During the summer of 2000 the Association became aware of the New England Collegiate Baseball League
(NECBL) and invited officials to visit during the 16 days of the World Series. CBA pivoted to operating a team
in the NECBL rather than an every-four-year rotation for Babe Ruth World Series, and ran the Quarry Dogs for
five seasons. The team played at Memorial Field’s Doane Diamond for an additional two seasons before being
sold again to an organization that moved the team to Holyoke, Massachusetts.

Several former Quarry Dogs players at one point reached the Major Leagues, including Concord native Matt
Tupman, and Matt Blake who is the pitching coach for the NY Yankees. The most notable names that played on
the Doane Diamond were part of Team USA that played a game against the Quarry Dogs in July 2003.
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The Team USA roster included:

e Dustin Pedrioa - who played 13 seasons for the Boston Red Sox

e Sam Fuld - a New Hampshire Native who played 13 seasons in MLB and is now with the Philadelphia
Phillies — 3 years as General Manager and now president of business operations

e Rickie Weeks - 2nd overall pick in 2003 draft who played 14 seasons in MLB, selected Rookie of the
Year in 2005 and selected as an All-Star in 2011

e Carlos Quentin - 1st round pick in 2003 draft who played 13 seasons in MLB and was selected to the
2011 All-Star team

o Aaron Hill — the 13th overall pick in 2003 draft who played 13 seasons in MLB, was selected as an All-
Star, and formerly with AA NH Fisher Cats

e Huston Stree - a 1st round pick in 2004 draft who played 13 seasons in MLB

e Eric Patterson - 5 seasons in MLB, including 2010 with the Red Sox

e Landon Powell - originally a 1st round pick of Red Sox who played three seasons in MLB

Over the past decade Concord Baseball Association decided their time of organizing and hosting events was
done and they started to divest the remaining funds they had. This included substantial contributions to capital
projects at Sanel Park (Concord Northeast — field revamp and pitching gage) and Martin Field (a new softball
field for Concord National). This was accomplished through well-thought-out criteria, including the necessity of
matching funds and requiring the funds to be used for capital projects, not operating funds.

They are now in the process of dissolving the corporation and hope to use the remaining funds for a sign to be
installed near the entrance of Doane Diamond. The cost of the sign and installation will be done at no cost to the
City of Concord.

The Recreation and Parks Advisory Committee at their September 18, 2025 meeting reviewed their request and
unanimously approved the sign request. Copy of the sign is below.

Warren Doane Diamond

home of

1994 Babe Ruth Baseball 13 year-old World Series

2000 Babe Ruth Baseball 18 'year-old World Series

2001-2005 Concord Quarry Dogs of the
New England Collegiate Baseball League

hosted by
Concord Baseball Association, Inc.

A charitable non-profit corporation

THIS PROJECT WAS ALSO MADE POSSIBLE BY CONTRIBUTIONS FROM:

The Management & Employees Merrimack County Savings Bank

of Cobb Hill Construction Don Steenbeke / Big Jim's
NH Army National Guard 744th Galdstar Sad Farms
Transportation Unit wi_?' rrattt}e':vs Eguu‘:m%nt
yster of New Englan
William Tiffany Services Beauregard Equipment
Brix & Stix Construction Southworth Milton
Unitil / Concord Electric Krueger Excavating
Wakefield Materials Corp. Phoenix Precast Concrete
NH State Prison Min. Security Unit Timco, Inc.
Merrimack County Diversion Program Orr & Reno Trust Dept.
Concord High School- Tech. Ed. Dept. Rivco Windows & Doors

and the City of Concord
Project Supervisor On Behalf of Concord Baseball Association: Bob Ireland
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